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them money on business terms The establishment of several central institutions has also greatly assisted individual societies in maintaining their own position Such institutions are oidinanly foimed by a combination of individual societies on the joint stock basis. They have more easy access to the money market, and are able to raise money on more favourable terms than individual societies They have also another very important function, that of inspection and control It is not to the advantage of the co-operative system that the inspection and control of societies should be exclusively, or even mainly, m the hands of Government self-reliance and self-help, which are surely among the main objects of the system, must be encouraged
The system appeals strongly to any one who has studied with interest the traditions and practice of Indian life, and who not only sympathises with, but also admires, the general principles that underlie those traditions. It inspires such men with enthusiasm and hope In its initial stages, at least, the history of its progress must laigely depend on the personal character and influence of the officer in charge of the scheme, and of his subordinates He must be a man of deep sympathy with the people, well acquainted with their manners and customs, able to go about among them m a kindly, frank, cordial way, and to talk with them in their own vernacular, and if, in addition to this, he has very considerable business capacity, he is an ideal man for the post.
In Bengal, I was able to secure the services of ]ust such a man in Mr. William Gourlay, of the Civil Service, and he has inspired his subordinates with his own enthusiasm. His work has been very successful The work has been going on in that province f01 only five years; yet when I last inquired there were over five hundred societies scattered throughout its Districts, including six central institutions, and the combiniga capital was about six hundred thousand rupees* The movement has hardly passed beyond the experimental stage; but the experiment has been most encouraging, and I trust that